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V.—Report on Birds from British New Guinea. 
By C. W. De Vis, M.A.* 


Queensland Museum, Brisbane, 
August 23, 1889, 
To Sir William Macgregor, K.C.M.G., &c. 
Dear SIR, 

The examination of the birds committed to me has now so 
far progressed that I am able to place at your service a Report 
on the results. These are in accord with the promise given 
by the birds on a first inspection, and are of much interest. 

I find in all one hundred and sixty-one (161) specimens, 
representing eighty-two (82) species; of these no fewer than 
thirteen (13) appear to be hitherto unrecorded, and of the appa- 
rent novelties one at least lays claim to generic rank, Thisisa 


* Reprinted from Appendix G of “Colonial Papers,” No. 103, British 
New Guinea. London, 1890, 

[This very interesting Report contains an account of the collection of 
birds made by Sir William Macgregor during his recent expedition to the 
summit of the Owen-Stanley Range in S.E. New Guinea. A narrative 
of this Expedition has been given in the ‘Proceedings’ of the Royal 
Geographical Society for 1889 (p. 905). An account of the Paradise- 
birds and Bower-birds met with during the Expedition has been already 
published in this Journal by Mr. A. P. Goodwin (Ibis, 1890, p. 150), 
Mr. Goodwin's Xanthomelus macgregori seems to correspond with Cnemo- 
philus macgregarii of the present paper, while Mr. De Vis’s Amblyornis 
macgregorié is doubtless the same as Mr, Goodwin’s A. musgravianus, 
Cnemophilus macgregorii is certainly a very remarkable discovery, and we 
hope that specimens of this bird will soon reach this country. It will be 
observed that species from Ferguson and Sudest Islands and other localities 
are also included in the present Report. The more noticeable species of 
birds found at a high elevation on Mount Owen-Stanley and its adjoining 
heights appear to be the following :— 


Nasiterna bruijni. Pristorhamphus versteri. 
Aprosmictus chloropterus, Merula papuensis. 
Coriphilus wilhelminæ. Parotia sexpennis. 
Rhipidura auricularis. . Lophorhina superba. 
Peecilodryas sigillata. Epimachus meyeri. 
Micreeca læta. Astrarchia stephaniæ. 
Graucalus longicauda. Amblyornis subalaris. 
Cheetorhynchus papuensis, macgregoriæ. 
Pachycephala schlegeli. Cnemophilus macgregorii. 


It will be obvious that there is nothing like a decidedly arctic form in 
this list. —Ip.] 
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very distinct kind of Bower-bird, obtained on Mount Knuts- 
ford, at an elevation of 11,000 fect, and rivalling the Regent- 
bird in beauty. The name Cnemophilus (Mountain-slope 
Lover) has been appropriated to it, and the species I propose, 
with permission, to dedicate to yourself. A second new 
Bower-bird, constituting a third species of the genus Ambly- 
ornis, and distinguished by a very ornate crest, will, if allowed, 
be honoured with the name of Lady Macgregor. It is well 
to note that the diversity in the structure of the bowers of 
this and of the other crested species of Amblyornis is far greater 
than the differences in their personal attributes. At your 
request the name of Mr. Belford, one of your party, has been 
associated with a capture in which he was concerned, a new 
Honey-eater, of the genus Melirrhophetes : a similar compli- 
ment has been paid to another member of your collecting 
staff, Mr. C. Kowald, in connection with the beautiful genus 
of Flycatchers, Todopsis. The number of species procured 
during the Expedition to the Owen-Stanley Range was 61, 
eight of them being apparently new to science. 

The expectations of ornithologists who have for some time 
been awaiting the exploration of that region will thus be in 
some measure fulfilled, notwithstanding that no new Birds 
of Paradise have been discovered. Perhaps, however, the 
greatest interest attaching to the ornithological results ob- 
tained arises from the fact that the decided change of climate 
observed at the altitude attained, over 13,000 feet, is not 
attended by a corresponding change in the types of bird-life ; 
it would seem that there is even here no infusion of forms 
characterizing temperate or cold latitudes. It is true that no 
birds were brought down from the highest points reached, 
but at 13,000 feet a Flycatcher was procured which is essen- 
tially Australian in type. The presence of a Blackbird, now 
first discovered in New Guinea, is not in this connection 
contradictory, since the genus Merula is represented in other 
of the Pacific Islands. 

Some interesting additions to our knowledge of the birds 
of the Louisiade Archipelago result from your visits to the 
islands within your jurisdiction. 21 species from East, 
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Sudest, Ferguson, Rossel, and other islets have been de- 
termined; of these several cannot be identified with species 
previously known, so far as I am able to judge. As these 
birds were procured hurriedly, they doubtless represent but 
a very small proportion of the several faunas. If it were 
possible to station a collector on one of the larger islands, 
Sudest, for example, so that a fairly complete knowledge of 
its zoology could be obtained, science would be aay 
benefited. 

I now submit a descriptive list of the birds in your col- 
lection : — 


1. An Owl from Goodenough Island, with the uniform 
upper surface and tail of N. theomacha, from which it is dis- 
tinguished by the bold pattern of its lower surface. It is 
very like the small Owl of the Cardwell district of Queens- 
land, noticed by me as a variety, lurida, of N. boobook, but 
which is more probably a distinct species. The tail of the 
young of N. boobook has been stated to be uniform, but this 
I am not able to confirm, and as N. theomacha is the only 
Ninox so characterized known to me, I am constrained to 
regard the present bird as undescribed. ` 


NINOX GOODENOVIENSIS, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 107.) 

Upper surface, ear-coverts, and tail brown, all but im- 
maculate. Back, scapulars, and least wing-coverts slightly 
rufous. Head inclining to ashy brown. Scapulars with a 
few small concealed white spots. Wings brown, the primaries 
faintly barred with lighter brown on the upper surface of the 
inner web; on the under surface at the base with white; 
beyond the base with ash-grey, the bars ceasing some dis- 
tance from the tips. Secondaries and tertiaries conspicu- 
ously barred with white on both surfaces of the inner web. 
Tail uniform brown, paler on the lower surface. Frontal 
and loral plumes with black shafts and grey webs. Throat 
brown ; upper breast rufous, varied with white ; lower breast 
and abdomen rufous; each feather with a larger median 
and smaller apical white spot on each side, these spots more 
or less confluent, the rufous centres forming ill-defined longi- 
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tudinal bars, which are more or less continuous. Thighs 
rusty white. Under tail-coverts rusty, with broad fuscous 
centres. Edge of wing white. Under wing-coverts rufous ; 
the greater series fuscous, broadly barred with white. Bill 
fuscous, the culmen and tip yellowish white. Feet pinky 
brown. ‘Tarsus rufous, with fuscous centres; the feathers 
descending to the toes. Total length 285 mm., wing 222, 
tarsus 31. A second example, with the legs tied as a female, 
has the head uniform with the rest of the upper surface, and 
the abdomen with continuous longitudinal bars. 


2. MICROGLOSSUS ATERRIMUS, Gm. 
Owen-Stanley Range, ascending to about 5000 feet. 


3. NASITERNA BRUISNI, Salvad. 
Musgrave Range, at 8000 feet. 


4, APROSMICTUS CHLOROPTERUS, Rams. 
Owen-Stanley Range, at from 7000 to 9009 feet. 


5. PSITACELLA BREHMII, Rosenb. 
Musgrave Range, at 4500 feet. 


6. GEOFFROYUS SUDESTIENSIS, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 107.) 

Male. Above bright green, beneath paler. Front, cheeks, 
chin, throat, and ear-coverts cinnabar-red, the last tipped 
with lilac. Head and fore neck pale hlac-tinted blue, on the 
vertex strongly tinged in certain lights with yellow. Quills 
fuscous, first primary narrowly edged with dark blue, rest of 
quills with their outer webs entirely, and inner webs to an 
increasing extent, green. No shoulder-spot.  Avxillaries 
and uuder wing-coverts bright blue, under surface of wing 
fuscous; upper tail-coverts and middle tail-feathers above 
yellowish green, inner webs and under surface of tail greenish 
yellow. Rump green. Maxilla red, with the tip pale, man- 
dible bluish fuscous. Feet fuscous. Total length 240 mm., 
wing 175, tail 100, bill 24, tarsus 15. 

Hab. Sudest Island. 

A species distinguished from the two red-throated species 
by a strong wash of yellow on the head, visible only in 
certain lights, and by the absence of the cubital spot. 
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7. ECLECTUS CARDINALIS, Bodd. 
Normanby Island. 


8. DASYPTILUS pesqueti, Less. 
Goodwin’s Village, at 4000 feet. 


9. LORIUS ERYTHROTHORAX, Salvad. 
Foot of Owen-Stanley Range. 


10. Lorrus HyPpa@NnocHRovs, Gr. 
St. Aignan, Rossel Island. 


11. CORIPHILUS WILHELMIN, Meyer. 
Musgrave Range, at 8500 feet. 


12. Ruaytipoceros pLicatus, Penn. 
Owen-Stanley Range, at 5000 feet, in company with 
Microglossus aterrimus. 


13. Cryx SOLITARIA, Temm. 
Normanby Island. 


14, TANYSIPTERA GALATEA, Gr. 
Rossel Island. 


15. Hatcyon sanctus, Vig. & Horsf. 
St. Aignan, 


16. Hatcyon SAUROPHAGA, Gould. 
East Island. 


17. SAUROMARPTIS GAUDICHAUDI, Quoy & Gaim. 
Foot of Owen-Stanley Range. 

18. EURYSTOMUS crasstrostris, Sclat. 

St. Aignan. 


19, Popareus ocELLATUS, Quoy & Gaim. 
Ferguson Island; Normanby Island. 


20. /ÆGOTHELES WALLACEI, Gr. 
Mt. Kowald, at 2600 feet; Musgrave Range, 4000 feet. 


21. Macropreryx MYSTACEA, Less. 
Upper Vanapa River, at 4500 feet. 


22. COLLOCALIA FucIPHAGA, Thunb. 
St. Aignan. 
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23. MONARCHA MELANOPTERUS, Gr. 
Sudest Island; Rossel Island. 


24. MONARCHA GuTTULATUS, Garn. 
` 
Sudest Island. 


25. MONARCHA CHALYBEOCEPHALUS, Garn. 
St. Aignan. 


26. RHIPIDURA SETOSA, Quoy & Gaim. 

St. Aignan. A bird which I can only regardas a form of 
this species; the differences—namely, a distinct supraciliary 
stripe, an almost perfectly uniform grey chest, and axillaries 
and subcaudals (except the tips of the latter, which are white) 
ochraceous, like the abdomen—do not appear to be of specific 
importance, though as great as those which serve to separate 
R. assimilis, Gr. 


27. RHIPIDURA AURICULARIS, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 108.) 

Upper surface smoky grey. Head brownish black ; lores, 
face, and anterior ear-coverts black; posterior ear-coverts 
white, elongate; a broad stripe over the lores and eyes white. 
Throat white, the feathers with black bases gradually losing 
their white tips as they approach the chin, which is nearly 
black; a broad pectoral band black, well defined from the 
throat. Middle of lower breast and abdomen buff, the former 
varied with black; sides of the breast and abdomen and 
the flanks dark grey; subcaudals white, with black bases. 
Wing-coverts black: the least with a few minute white tips ; 
the median with larger white tips, forming a transverse row ; 
the greatest with still larger, forming a broad bar across the 
wing. Quills externally uniform dark brown. Tail brownish 
black above and below ; the three outer feathers with narrow 
white tips. Innermost axillaries white, black on the basal 
half. Under wing-coverts white, varied with black, under 
surface of wing ashy brown ; the primaries edged with grey, 
secondaries and tertiaries with buffy grey. Bill dark brown. 
Mandible white, with the tip brown. Legs black. Total 
length 145 mm., wing 82, tail 90, tarsus 16, culmen 6. 

Hab. Musgrave Range, from 7000 to 9000 feet altitude. 
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The closest allies of this Flycatcher are R. javanica and 
R. nigritorquis in Java and the Philippines respectively. 


28. Pacitopryas(?) siciLuatTa, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 109.) 

Adult. Wholly black, except a black-centred white patch, 
including the bases of the penultimate inner tertiaries and 
all but the tips of the innermost. Bill, legs, and feet black. 
Total length 150 mm., wing 102, tail 72, culmen 9, tarsus 28, 
middle toe 20, hallux without claw 8. 

Young. Above rufous-brown, with narrow pale shaft-streaks, 
the feathers growing black in patches; inner tertiaries with 
a broad whitish shaft-stripe; rump brighter rufous. Tail 
fuscous brown, the laterals slightly edged with rufous, below 
fuscous brown. The feathers of the sides and lower abdomen 
becoming black; throat and breast with conspicuous pale 
streaks, widening at the apex. Under surface of wing and 
tail ashy brown. Wing-coverts chestnut-brown, with buffy- 
white tips, the median series forming a transverse, the greatest 
an oblique bar across the wing; under wing-coverts fuscous. 
Bill, legs, and feet dark brown. 

Hab. Mount Victoria, at 13,000 feet. It is probably 
doing too much violence to the genus Pecilodryas to place 
in it the present bird, which has longer and stouter legs and 
feet than even most of the Tarsigers, and a wing reaching to 
within the length of the hallux (without claw) from the tip of 
the tail. The tarsus is nearly thrice the length of the culmen, 
and the feet outstretched pass beyond the tip of the tail. 


29. Pacitopryas CYANA, Salvad. 
Mount Kowald, 2500 feet. 


30. Micre@ca LÆTA, Salvad. 
Musgrave Range, from 7000 to 9000 feet. 


31. Toporsis KOWALDI, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 109.) 

Male, young? Head black, surrounded by feathers largely 
tipped with ultramarine-blue, forming a coronal cincture. 
Lower ear-coverts dark brown; upper white, tinged with blue 
at the tips, and elongate. Upper surface olive-brown. Wings 
brown, wing-coverts rather darker brown, a few of the median 
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and greatest series minutely tipped with buff. Quills ex- 
ternally edged with yellowish brown. ‘Tail uniform brown, 
paler below. Lower surface and cheeks buff, deepening from 
nearly white on the throat to deep buff on the lower ab- 
domen ; subcaudals rufous. Flanks and thighs olive-brown. 
Edge of wing, axillaries, and under wing-coverts isabel; 
under surface of wing ashy brown; inner edge of quills pale 
salmon. Bill dark brown, mandible pale yellow at the side 
of the base; legs dark brown. Length 155 mm., wing 85, 
tail 60, culmen 14, tarsus 29. 

A species of unusual size (al. 85), allied to T. wallacei, 
G. R. Gr., but with the upper auriculars white and the whole 
body brown and buff. On the ticket attached to the skin it 
is said to be a male; if so, it may be a young male in female 
plumage. According to Salvadori the sexes in T. wallacei 
are alike. 


32. GRAUCALUS CERULEOGRISEUS, G. R. Gr. 
Mount Belford, 6000 feet; Musgrave Range, 8000 feet. 


33. GRAUCALUS SUBALARIS, Sharpe. 
Mount Kowald, 2000 feet. 


34. GRAUCALUS LONGICAUDA, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 107.) 

Male. Head, neck, wings, tail, chin, and throat black, 
the last circumscribed ; the head, chin, and throat lustrous. 
Back, rump, supracaudals, breast, abdomen, and subcaudals 
grey. Innermost tertiaries on outer web and upper wing- 
coverts ashy grey; under wing-coverts ashy grey, edged with 
dark grey. Bill, legs, and feet black. Total length 330 mm., 
wing 180, tail 180, bill 22, tarsus 28. 

Hab. Musgrave Range, 7000 to 9000 feet. 

As it is possible that this species may be identifiable with 
G. lettiensis, Meyer, or G. timorlaoensis, Meyer, descriptions 
of which are not yet to hand, the characters given are to be 
considered merely provisional. 


35. LALAGE KARU, Less. 
St. Aignan, Normanby Island. 


36. Dicruropsis CARBONARIA, Müll. 
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37. CHZTORHYNCHUS PAPUENSIS, Meyer. 
Musgrave Range, from 7000 to 9000 feet. 


38. STREPERA ROSA-ALBA, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 110.) 

Female. General colour above and below black; head a 
little mottled with grey. A rosette in front of the shoulder ; 
axillaries—inner tertiaries at the base of both webs forming 
a stripe along the wing; preanals, subcaudals, distal supra- 
caudals, and a large spot near the tip of the inner webs of the 
two outermost rectrices white. Legs and feet black. Bill 
dingy white, stained irregularly with blue and with a bluish- 
black tip. Total length 285 mm., wing 154, tail 136, tarsus 
28, bill 40, 20 in height, and 18 in breadth at the base. 

The first primary is less than three fourths of the second 
in length ; the tip of the wing is formed by the fourth and 
fifth, but the third is nearly equal to them in length. Culmen 
a little decurved, and feebly hooked at the tip; rictal bristles 
present ; tarsal scutes completely fused ; hallux shorter than 
middle toe. These details are given because the bird does 
not fit well into Strepera, Gymnorhina, or Cracticus. 

Hab. Sudest Island. 


39. Ruxctes picurovs, Bp. 


40. CoLLURICINCLA DISCOLOR, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 111.) 

Male. Back, scapulars, rump, supracaudals, edge of secon- 
dary, outer webs of tertiaries, and edges of tail-feathers 
olive-green, washed with yellow, especially on the rump. 
Head, neck, and hind neck brown, contrasting with the 
back. Wing and tail brown. Lower surface brownish- 
white, fading to white on throat and chin and middle of 
lower abdomen, browner and washed with yellow on sides 
of breast and flanks. Subcaudals pale citron-yellow. Fea- 
thers of lower throat with dusky central streaks. Under 
wing-coverts dark grey, with broad pale-grey edges. Edge 
of wing grey, under surface of wing ashy brown, the edges of 
the quills pale grey. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown. 
Total length 180 mm., wing 103, tail 88, bill 20, tarsus 25. 

Hab. Sudest Island. ‘Three examples, two males, one 
female. 
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Distinguished from C. melanorhyncha by the rather bright 
olive-green of the upper surface, contrasting with the clear 
dull brown of the head and neck, and by other characters. 


4l. PACHYCEPHALA SCHLEGELI, Rosenb. 
Musgrave Range, 7000 to 9000 feet. 


42. PRISTORHAMPHUS VERSTERI, Finsch. 
Mount Musgrave, at 8000 feet. 


43. MYZOMELA NIGRITA, Gr. 
St. Aignan. 


44, MYZOMELA ROSENBERGI, Sclat. 
Mount Knutsford, at 1900 feet. 


45. MYZOMELA CINERACEA, Sclat. 
Rossel Island. 


46. MELIRRHOPITETES OCHROMELAS, Meyer. 
Mount Knutsford, 


47, MELIRRHOPHETES BELFORDI, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 111.) 

Female, young. Front, sinciput, lores, subocular region, 
and ear-coverts dull black. A broad stripe commencing over 
the middle of the eye and running back towards the occiput 
white. Naked ocular and temporal region apparently deep 
blue ; lower eyelid apparently red. Chin and throat greyish 
black, bounded above by a broad white stripe descending 
from the mandible; hind neck brownish grey; nape and 
lower back greyish brown, mantle and wing-coverts fuscous, 
the feathers broadly margined with grey; upper tail-coverts 
brown, faintly margined with olive ;' under surface and sides of 
neck grey-brown ; the feathers of the abdomen faintly tipped 
with grey. Thighs fuscous brown; under tail-coverts and 
adjacent feathers of the flanks ferruginous. Wing-coverts 
fuscous ; the greater series narrowly edged with olive-green. 
Quills brown; all but the first and second primaries edged 
externally with golden green ; under wing-coverts, ashy grey ; 
under surface of wings ashy brown. ‘Tail brown; the fea- 
thers narrowly edged with golden green, and very narrowly 
tipped with greyish white. Buillblack. Legs and feet reddish 
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brown. Wattle pink. Total length 280 mm.; wing 160, 
culmen 33, tail 145, tarsus 35, wattle 8. 

Hab. Mount Knutsford. 

It is chiefly on the probable assumption that the young 
female of M. leucostephes, Mey., does not greatly differ 
from the young male that I venture to describe the present 
species, 


48. Pritotis suBrreNata, Salvad. 
Musgrave Range. 


49. PTILOTIS ERYTHROPLEURA, Salvad. 
Musgrave Range. 


50. TropIpoORHYNCHUS NOV#-GUINES, Müll. 
Normanby Island. 


51. ZOSTEROPS PALLIDIPES, n. sp. (Op. cit. p. 112.) 

Male. Generally similar to Z. brunneicauda, Salvad., and 
perhaps only a local form. The lower surface is less yellow, 
that colour being largely diluted with greenish yellow. The 
legs and feet are pale flesh-pink. The whole mandible and 
the edge of the maxilla towards the tip yellowish white. 

Hab. Rossel Island. 


52. PITTA RUBRINUCHA, Wall. 
Exton Junction, 1200 feet. 


58. EUPETES LEUCOSTICTUS, Sclat. 


54. EUPETES castanonortos, Salvad. 
Mount Knutsford, at 2000 fcet. 


55. Merura parurnsis, n. sp.* (Op. cit. p. 112.) 

Upper surface bright dark brown, paler and duller on the 
head; chin and throat pale greyish brown, forming a gorget 
clearly distinguishable in a side-light from the dark brown of 
the breast and abdomen—these are paler and duller than the 
upper surface. Przeanal feathers white-tipped, under tail- 
coverts with pale shafts, and obscurely tipped with pale 


* [A Geocichla papuensis from S.E. New Guinea has already been 
described by Mr. Seebohm (Cat. B. v. p. 158), but this species-appears to 
Ke quite different.—Ep. | 
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rufous brown. Thighs pale brown; legs and feet pale 
yellow, claws dusky towards the tips; bill yellow. Total 
length 850 mm., wing 135, bill 20, tarsus 35, tail 110, first 
primary 25. 

In a second example, apparently not fully adult, the 
guttural gorget blends with the colour of the breast. The 
whole bird is paler and duller, and the markings of the 
under tail-coverts and præanal feathers are more pronounced. 
Bill orange; legs and feet gamboge-yellow. First primary 
15 mm. 

Hab. Mount Victoria. 


56. CALORNIS METALLICA, Temm. 
St. Aignan. 


57. MANUCODIA COMREI, Sclat. 
58. ManvucoDIA CHALYBEATA, Penn. 
59. PHONYGAMA HUNSTEINI, Sharpe. 


60. PHONYGAMA PURPUREOVIOLACEUS, Meyer. 
Goodwin Spur, 5000 feet. i 


61. Parotra sExPENNIS, Bodd. 
Mount Belford, 3600 to 7000 feet. 


62. LOPHORHINA SUPERBA, Penn. 
Goodwin Spur, 5000 to 7000 feet. 


63. Eprmacnus MEYERI, Finsch. 

In the collection are four adult and two young males of 
an Epimachus. The young examples correspond so closely 
with the type of E. meyeri, except in a greater length of bill, 
that I can hardly doubt the correctness of the opinion enter- 
tained by the collectors that these ure males of the species 
named. If so, a description of the male has been given by 
Dr. Ramsay under the name of E. macleayane. 

Hab. Musgrave Range, 6000 to 9000 feet. 


64. ASTRARCHIA STEPHANI#, Finsch & Meyer. 

Female. Above blackish brown, tinged with rufous brown, 
except on the head, wings, and tail. Head, face, ear-coverts, 
and chin nearly black. Throat and upper breast blackish 
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brown, the latter circumscribed. Remainder of lower sur- 
face, subcaudals, and under wing-coverts with alternate bars 
of blackish brown and buffy yellow, the latter broader. Base 
of shafts of middle tail-feathers white. Bill, legs, and feet 
black. Length 510 mm., tail 340, wing 153, bill 28, tarsus 
37. The two middle tail-feathers concave on the upper sur- 
face of the apical half. 
Hab. Mount Knutsford, at 8000 feet. 


65. PARADISEA RAGGIANA, Sclat. 
Passim, to 3000 feet. 


66. PARADISEA DECORA, Salvin & Godm. 
Ferguson Island only, according to collectors. 


67. DipHyLLODEs MAGNIFICA, Penn, 
Mount Knutsford, 3000 to 4000 feet. 


68. CICINNURUS REGIUS, Linn, 
Passim, to 2000 feet. 


69. Prinoruis macnirica, Vieill. 
Mount Kowald, 2500 feet. 


70. AMBLYORNIS SUBALARIS, Sharpe. 
Musgrave Range, 6000 to 9000 feet. 


. 


71. AMBLYORNIS MACGREGORTA, N, sp. (Op. cit. p. 113.) 

Adult male. Upper surface brown; back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts olive-brown ; sides of the neck olive-brown, with 
or without a fulvous tinge ; ear-coverts, supraciliaries, loreal 
and frontal regions rufous brown ; crest silky orange-red, the 
central feathers moderately, the laterals largely, tipped with 
olive-brown. Wing-coverts and wings externally as the back. 
Lower surface pale fulvous olive-brown, with a silky sheen, 
little or no paler on the lower abdomen ; thighs brown. Edge 
of the wing and axillaries deep isabel ; lower surface of pri- 
maries brownish grey, with a strong yellow sheen, not extend- 
ing to the inner webs and tips; base of the inner webs dull 
yellow ; under wing-coverts pale isabel. Tail brown, yellowish 
on the lower surface of the outer web, under surface of shafts 
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of quills and rectrices yellow. Legs and feet black. Bill 
brownish black, the mandible slightly paler. Total length of 
skins 245-255 mm., wing 142-148, culmen 20, tarsus 37. 

Adult female. Upper surface olive-brown, slightly tinged 
with fulvous on the back and wing-coverts, more deeply on 
the nape and head, of which the feathers are lengthened and 
form a dense cope, extending on the nape. Wings and tail 
asin the male. Lores, sides of face, and ear-coverts dull 
brown, the last with pale shaft-streaks. Lower surface pale 
rufous brown, more or less tinged with olive-brown. Axil- 
laries and under wing-coverts pale isabel, as in the male of 
A. subalaris; under surface of wings ashy brown, faintly 
tinged with yellow towards the tips of the quills, which are 
edged with pale dull yellow towards the base of the inner 
webs. Throat with narrow pale shaft-streaks. Thighs brown. 
Tail above brown, beneath brown faintly washed with dull 
yellow. Legs and feet black; maxilla dark fuscous ; maudi- 
ble paler, especially on under surface. 

Hab. Musgrave Range, 7000 to 9000 feet; two males, 
three females. i 

Dedicated to Lady Macgregor. A handsome species with 
a horizontal crest radiating from the sinciput over the 
shoulders or middle of the back. Chin and throat without 
shaft-streaks. Axillaries deep isabel. Culmen 20 mm., wing 
140-148. Female with the plumes of the sides and back of 
the head long and dense. 

Nothing in the history of the Bower-birds, so far as we 
know it, is of greater interest than the specific modifications 
developed in that strange instinct whence they derive their 
popular name. From its rudimentary indications in Sceno- 
peus, which merely deposits and rearranges a few leaves or 
twigs on the bared ground, to the elaborate structure of 
Amblyornis inornata, continuous steps of progress in the art of 
bower-building are recognizable. The general plan of these 
-highly artificial constructions, their deviations from it, their 
materials and garniture, the methods of work adopted by the 
birds, their sexual shares in the labour, and the comparative 
-permanence of its results—all these are well worth the inves- 
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tigation of the field naturalist ; still more so the development 
of the instinct considered as a psychical manifestation. 

The bower of A. macgregorie departs widely from the 
ordinary plan of a more or less completely roofed gallery or 
tunnel, through which the birds run to and fro. Around a 
young tree growing on the slope of a bank or ridge, a circular 
mass of sticks, intermingled with moss, and 45 inches in 
diameter, is built with perpendicular sides to a height vary- 
ing from 9 inches to 2 feet, the moss being used so copiously 
that externally it alone is visible. On the upper surface a 
circular channel, 9 inches in depth, is left between the tree 
and the outer edge ofthe pile. The outer wall of the channel 
is 9 inches in breadth ; so also is its inner wall, or the raised 
boss from the centre of which the tree protrudes. All round 
the tree itself to a considerable height above the platform are 
fixed short sticks, interlaced at one end, protruding at the 
other, as though to form a protection against the approach of 
an enemy from above. The depressed channel of the upper 
surface is the playground of the bird; in it several indi- 
viduals of both sexes may be seen pursuing each other round 
and round. Mr. Kowald, who saw one of these bowers 
being built, states that all the materials are selected and 
conveyed by the males’ to females, who alone are the 
architects. . Mr. Kowald is strongly of opinion that the 
increase of the bower in height is almost constantly in pro- 
gress, and that each is used by the same birds for years in 
succession. 


CNEMOPHILUS, N. g. (PTILINORHYNCHID2). 


Bill shorter than head, broader than high ; culmen rounded, 
curved towards the tip; edge of maxilla notched at the tip ; 
nostril basal, oval, almost concealed by elongated nasal 
plumes directed forward ; basal profile of mandible straight. 
Wing short, rounded, reaching to the tarsus; primaries 
longer than secondaries by half the length of the hallux 
without claw, first primary two thirds of the second in length ; 
tip of wing formed by the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th quills, 
Tarsus moderate in length, stout; scutellation entire fore 
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and aft. Feet strong, hallux equalling the middle toe without 
claw ; laterals unequal. 


72. CNEMOPHILUS MACGREGORII, sp. nov. (Op. cit. p. 1138.) 

Loreal, frontal, and nasal plumes elongate, and forming a 
fronto-nasal crest ; from its frontal end a compressed back- 
wardly curved crest of four feathers reaching the occiput ; 
feathers of head parted mesially, forming a groove for recep- 
tion of the crest. Lower part of fronto-nasal crest chestnut- 
black, upper part, front, and over fore part of orbit fiery 
orange-red. Head, neck, and upper back golden yellow, 
with astrong silky sheen; frontal crest golden brown; lower 
back, rump, and supracaudals passing from the golden yellow 
of the mantle to brownish yellow. Wings and tail cinnamon- 
browu; under surface of wings cinnamon-brown, much paler 
on edges of quills; under wing-coverts pale brown, varied 
with black ; all the lower surface, cheeks, a narrow line over 
the eye, ear-coverts, and thighs black. Legs and feet dark 
brown. Bill dark brown, with the tip paler. Total length 
to end of wing 180 mm., wing 100, bill 18, tarsus 37. 

Hab. Mount Knutsford, at 11,000 feet. One male. 

Of the habits of this bird we have no information ; it was 
shot by one of the party at some distance from their camp ; 
no other was seen. The systematic place of the genus seems 
to be between Amblyornis and Xanthomelus. 


73. ASLUREDUS sTONEI, Sharpe. 
Mount Belford, at 4000 feet. 


74, Pritopus SUPERBUS, Temm. 
Sudest Island. 


75, PriLopus BELLUS, Sclat. 
Mainland, passim to 4000 feet. 


76. Pritopus EUGENIa&, Gould. 
Ferguson Island. 


77. Prinopus RIVOLII, Prév. 
St. Aignan, East Island. 
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78. MACROPYGIA NIGRIROSTRIS, Salvad. 

St. Aignan, Rossel Island. 

Adult female. On further acquaintance this will probably 
appear to be a distinct species. It has a wash of grey on the 
head, a rather strong green lustre on the neck; the bars on 
the tail are quite faint, and the subapical band of the external 
remix is lead-grey. 

79. GYMNOPHAPS ALBERTISI, Salvad. 

Cæsar Spur. 


80. [ANTHGENAS ALBIGULARIS, Bp. 
Mount Gleeson, at 1600 feet. 


81. TrincorpEs HYPOLEUCOS, Linn. 
Sudest Island. 


82. Esacus MAGNIROSTRIS, Geoff. 
Ferguson Island. 


VI.—On some Birds from South-eastern China, with 
Descriptions of two new Species. By Henry H. SLATER. 


(Plate I.) 


I wave been favoured by Mr. J. D. de La Touche with a 
small parcel-of Chinese birds from the vicinity of Swatow 
and Foochow for examination. All of these are of much 
interest, and two of them apparently belong to undescribed 
species, whilst one or two others call for special notice. 


l]. SIPHIA RUBECULOIDES Sive STROPHIATA. 

Two females, shot at Tai-Yang, near Swatow, on April 21, 
1888. The females of the genus Siphia are apparently in 
many cases exactly similar. I have examined the large and 
varied series in the British Museum, and was unable to find 
any specimens which matched exactly the two under notice, 
though several females of S. sfrophiatla and S. rubeculoides came 
very near them. They match one another, however, except 
that one of them has a single bright blue feather on the 
forehead. Mr. Sharpe-is inclined to think that they should 
be (doubtfully) referred to S. rubeculoides. I am rather 


